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From the Editors...

Tarnya Burge (co-editor)
Welcome to the AHE bulletin.

Stephanie invites us to Summertime Garden
Fun ( pg 2)and well as teaching Tiny Tots (pg
3). Lorna paints a beautiful picture of Learning
in Real Lifeon page 3, you may also enjoy My

Teaching Methods (pg 6) which also encour- by it had o b LM : 9y AHE Library News 2
ages us to embrace natural learning. y ithad to be a successt. Many peo_p € t_oo By Briar Mills
advantage of the beach and went swimming, Summertime Fun
We have included articles on those two most some people stayed late and a few even By Stephanie Walmsley
asked questions: What about socialisation? (pg stayed on for dinner at the beach.
5) and What about Qualifications? (pg4). The . . . Learning in Real Life 3
former question | was asked most often when \vai aI;o ha::ira sipimgl cocmmlrt;eis rtnerethdg at By Lorna Price
my children were small, the latter | am getting So 9 aX' d esighedas 30. atora Teaching Tiny Tots
more frequently now that my older children t_ewart narews was_ voted In as new coor-
are high school age. In fact, is a question that | dinator by th_e comm!ttee. If )_/ou look on What About Oualificati 4
page 10 of this Bulletin you will see the other What About Qualifications
ask myself. The correspondence school (TCS) ersonnel chanaes by Rosalind Peterson
is one option often used by home educators P ges. ]
and on page 8 and 9 NCHENZ updates us on An important date for your diary is SATUR-  Quotes an_d Snippets 5
our relationship with TCS. DAY 19 SEPTEMBER. This is the date for Book Reviews
Briar gives us the AHE library news (pg 2), AHEO_S ICOT(FERENCI_E' we wi || be having
Heather gives as two book reviews on (pg 5). internationa speaker, Diana Waring as our My Teaching Methods 6
guest speaker. Diana has been to New Zea- Homeschool Businesses
Planning Priorities for the new year is on page land before and has delighted and inspired
7. those who have attended her conferences. . .
We have made this edition of the Bulletin avail- Start putting aside a few dollars a week now, E)l,a?:rlnqg EJ:OerlteS !
able to all. Please consider joining AHE. ready for the conferencel Toll s you
Tarnya Burge Happy Home Educating, Science Workshop and Fair 8
From Stephanie
News From NCHENZ 9
Various 10
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Stephanie Walmsley (co-editor and outgoing
coordinator)

The AHE Annual Celebration at Long Bay
Regional Park took place on Thursday 5 Feb-
ruary. With glorious sunshine, a fabulous
picnic site, grass for games, an under-shade
sandpit, and the beautiful beach very close

The Bulletin
February 2009

I nside this issue:

www.ahe.org.nz


http://www.ahe.org.nz/join-us

The Bulletin

AHE Library News

BY BRIAR MILLS
Welcome to the AHE Library for 2009.

Webve come a | ong
unknown books in a cupboard, we now
have a library that is fully catalogued in
a computerised library program. Each
entry is linked to the book on the shelf
with a coloured, and initialled sticker so
that finding an item now takes seconds.

Quctdand Hame Educuting
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The catalogue is available to members
via our website at www.ahe.org.nz . The
password is regularly posted on the
member sd Yahoo
master@ahe.org.nz . If you have visited
the site before, you may need to push
6Control F58 to
sion. Click on the letters at the top of the
page to see books by authors beginning
with that letter.

We now have a catalogue of 460 items

and this is growing weekly as more books

are donated or purchased.

We have had several successful tours of
National Library for members and look

forward to these continuing this year. This
resource
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sure how to go about using it, please
let me know. | have registration and
information forms | can post out.
°\'can %Isr?)?]élp; WitﬁvuesiPlg'the online
catalogue for National Library and
community libraries, along with ac-
cessmgothe tdak{a%asés gvail%bﬁet
through your community library i.e.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, World
Books, Gale Art and Music etc.

The AHE Library will again be open
the first Saturday of each month from
10am until 12pm at 6 Dunkirk Road,
Panmure. It is also open by appoint-
ment, just phone me on 5273718 or
email librarian@ahe.org.nz

Haveh E]r!eaft ho%é)séhgofineg ye%r? t
i brar of ar

Nati onal vy,

Summertime Garden Fun: ideas Collected From the Back of a Cereal Packet

COLLATED BY STEPHANIE WALMSLEY

TENT: When your Kkids outgrow their
metal swing set, take down the swings,
spray paint the structure green and tie
strings from the top pole to stakes in the
ground, creating a "tent". In full sun,
grow beans, morning glories, gourds,
whatever vines you like. It makes a
lovely, green, shaded fort on hot sum-
mer days. Add to the fun by having a
"race" to see whose vine reaches the top
first. Another easy "fort" can be made
simply by planting tall sunflowers
around a rectangle, leaving an open
space for the door.

BUTTERFLY MAGNET Attract butterflies
to your garden with hollyhocks, zinnias,
nasturtiums, butterfly bushes, lilacs and
asters. Butterflies especially like pur-
ple, yellow and orange flowers. They
will also appreciate some large, flat
stones where they can bask in the sun,
and a little mud puddle, too.

MONOGRAMMED GARDEN Let your
children initialise the garden! They can
sow their initials with lettuce and radish
seeds (quick sprouters!) or plant their
initials with bedding flowers. For
younger children, you may want to lay
out their initials in flour first. Another
idea is to let them scratch their initials
on a pumpkin just as it starts to turn yel-
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low. The skin will scar over the letters,
leaving them intact when the pumpkin is
ripe.

GROW LIKE A TREE Plant a tree to cele-
brate a birth. On each birthday, measure

the child against the tree and mark the
height with a permanent marker.

P1ZZA GARDEN Grow your own ingredi-
ents: tomatoes, peppers, oregano, on-
ions, basil!

PLANTS KIDS LIKE:

Big Things: 7-foot sunflowers, hollyhocks,
hibiscus, giant pumpkins.

Little Things: baby carrots, sugar baby
water-

melons, fingerling potatoes, cherry to-
matoes

Weird Things: black pansies, snapdrag-
ons, parrot tulips, scarlet runner beans.

Smelly Things: scented geraniums, basil,
mint

Interesting Things: gourds (grow your
own birdhouses), bleeding hearts,
bread seed poppies (red flower with a
seedpod that rattles.)

This article first appeared in a Broad
Room Publication. For more information

about The Broad Room go to:

www.thebroadroom.co.nz

www.ahe.org.nz
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Learning In Real Life

By LORNA PRICE rejoicing at both the beautiful sentimental
exchange between great grandson and
great nana, and at the evidence of his
autonomous learning.

open doors, while
the tiny bird recovers, but he is panicked.
He rests behind the TV cabinet for a few
minutes, then takes off up the hallway and
finds his way into the kitchen. Next, he
Learning In Real Life - Ornithology zooms across the room and thud! hits the
kitchen window. This time, he lies very still

What is Invisible, Organic, Persis-
tent?

Today we had one of those lovely mo-
ments where that invisible, organic and

persistent thing gives evidence of it- "Shush!" says Isaac as we all bundle out of h o -
self........... what is it? the doors after swimming lessons. onthe klt.chen bench W'th.h'_s head _t'lted
over, | think he may have injured himself, so
A child's learning! “What s it?" | ask, "A bird, listen and look” | cradle him gently in my palm, Reuben
he says, | reach for the camera and ti.p t0€  strokes his belly ever so softly, and the oth-
round for a shot. Later, at home we view ers come for a look. | open the window, the

bird isn'"t moving, Yep, w
jured, so we pray for the wee thing, and

caress him gently for several minutes more.

Then his head straightens, | turn him over,

and away he flies, out of the window and off

to join his friends out on the lawn.

We return to the bird book to discover that
this bird is a North Island Robin. Two beau-
ties in one day!

We were visiting Great Nana, and dear
son 6y 11m who is, as yet a non-reader,
picked up a magnetic drawing board
and wrote clearly with perfect spelling
"Reuben loves Great Nana" then he
gave it to her, she read it and thought it
was so special. She didn't know quite
how "extra special" it was; | thought that
if she knew he doesn't yet read, the
focus would turn to negative instead of That same day in the late afternoon in our

the picture, wondering what type of bird it
is and remembering its loud bell-like
tones, we get out our New Zealand Birds
book and have a good look through, then
when we get to one called the bellbird,
there is no question; the picture matches
exactly, as does the description of its call.

special, as so many people don'tunder-  |ounge....... tiny wings flutter vigorously ) ) .
stand the concept of trusting that a child  across the room and thud! into the glass Lorna enjgys learning naturally and joyfully
will learn when he is ready. But | was doors. Isaac takes a photo, while I quickly athome with ds9, ds7, dd5, ds2.

Teaching Tiny Tots

By STEPHANIE WALMSLEY developing that all important hand-eye #* Winding music boxes;
co-ordination that comes before pencil

Often when we are home educating we O o
control, a prerequisite to writing.

think of our younger children as "getting

* Picking up small objects like raisins and
putting them back in the box or on bis-

in the way" when we are trying to work # Jacks: cuits;

V\:(I::: the older chr:I_:jc;’en. Yet the b_rainst * Tearing lettuce for a salad: * Weaving (simple paper placemats);

e s ™ Teating s of e o papr . *Washigout s Gock, smatan

children, so we need to ensure we teach che and tiny bits of paper for confetti ies, doll clothes) by hand;

the younger ones as well as the older or a'mosaic' style picture; * Simply squeezing a ball a few times a

ones. # Peeling eggs; day;

Another good reason for including the * Stringing beads; " O?ening locks V\_Iith keys;

little ones in our "teaching day" is that # | acing cards or shoes; * Using a screwdriver and other tools;

once they are settled or have had time * Sewing buttons; * Cutting paper with scissors;

with mum they are happier to be left to # Opening and closing clothespegs; * Fingerplay poems and rhymes.

Erl]?:j\:éhr:_le Mum works with the older * Fingerpainting; This article first appeared in a Broad Room
* Playdough (and bread dough); Publication. For more information about

Here is a list of activities I've collected # Puzzles:

from various places for strengthening The Broad Room go to:

& .
and improving small motor skills and for Lego;

www.thebroadroom.co.nz
* Stacking blocks;

Auckland Home Educators Inc www.ahe.org.nz
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What about Qualifications?

BY ROSALIND PETERSON

The most common question that we
have been asked, over the past 15
years that our family has home edu-
cated, is, "But what about socialisa-
tion?!" And the second most common
question has been, "But what about
high school qualifications?!"

You may have already decided on
what is your favourite answer to the
school qualifications question, but if
you haven't, | hope that my version of
"A Beginner's Guide to High School
Qualifications for the NZ Home Educa-
tor", or Qualifications 101, will be of
some use to you.

1. Your child may not need any high
school qualifications at all. Many poly-
technic courses don't require any
school qualifications, and most that
do, have a pre-entry course which
anybody can go straight into. And
school leaver jobs generally require
good attitudes and references, rather
than qualifications.

2. If you do want your child to get high
school qualifications, there are (at
least) three options:

The New Zealand "NCEA".

Until recently, NZ school qualifications
were: School Certificate in Year 11
(Form 5), 6th Form Certificate in Year
12, and Bursary in Year 13 (Form 7).
They have been replaced with: NCEA
Level 1in Year 11, NCEA Level 2 in
Year 12, and NCEA Level 3 in Year 13
(plus Level 4 as scholarship exams in
Year 13). Theoretically, we can do
NCEA by linking in with a school but
the reality is that no school wants the
hassle which leaves us with just the
option of the NZCorrespondence
School. (Warning: Very expensive
unless your child is at least 16 years
old.) Animportant point to remem-
ber: it is perfectly OK to do whoever
level you like (eg Level 3 English)
without having done the previous lev-
els.
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The British "Cambridge University A
Levels".

IGCSE exams are sat at the end of Year
11. AS exams at the end of Year 12, and
A2 at the end of Year 13. (AS + A2 = your
"full A Level" results.) These exams can
be sat by home educators, via the home
school academy,Bridge Academy, here in
South Auckland ( the contact is Jill Meyer
at mmeyer@ww.co.nz ) but be warned,
these exams are tough. Over 50 NZ
schools now offer Cambridge Univ ex-
ams, largely because of concern about
the lack of rigour of NCEA. For more

info :Cambridge University exams

The American "SAT Tests".

There are two SAT tests; the SAT | Reason-
ing Test (general test) and the SAT Il
(subject tests). The SAT | test is a 3 hour
test of maths and English. The SAT Il tests
are for one hour each. The tests can be sat
in Auckland, Wanganui, Wellington, Nel-
son, Christchurch, Farlie, and Invercar-
gill. NZ universities may accept SAT
scores as supporting evidence for your
application for Provisional Entrance. You
will probably require a minimum total
score of 1100 for the SAT I, with at least
600 for the maths component if you plan
on doing a BSc, and 600 for the verbal
skills component to do a BA. Follow the
link for more info about SAT tests:

[Update: To grant Discretionary Entrance,
universities will probably require appli-
cants to have sat at least two SAT Il sub-
ject tests, so that with the maths/English
of the SAT I, you've got proof of FOUR
subjects therefore one of the SAT Il sub-
jects can't be maths as well.]

Gaining University Entrance:

A. Provisional Entrance (PE).

PE (and Discretionary Entrance, known as
DE) is granted by the university if they
feel confident that the student has at least
a good Year 12 education. It may not be
very difficult to convince some universi-
ties, but in 2000 my son found that the
University of Auckland required exam
results as proof, and now at Massey Uni-
versity they require teacher evaluations

Page 4

of the student's work. Once you get
PE, you will be "on probation" until
you have passed a full year's work-
load, and you will not be allowed to
enrol in any limited entry courses
(e.g. most professional courses and
Comp Science 101 at the University of
Auckland).

B. Gaining the Common Entrance
Standard (CES) with NCEA.

It used to be that three C passes in any
Bursary subjects got you into univer-
sity. With NCEA Level 3 (i.e. Year 13),
three bare passes, or two bare passes
plus two almost passes, will get you in
but you also must have fulfilled the
new literacy and numeracy require-
ments. You will need to have passed
maths to at least Year 11 level and to
have passed roughly half of Level 2
English. (My younger children will
probably gain university entrance by
enrolling with the NZ Correspondence
School after they are 16, for four or
five Level 3 subjects including a maths
subject, to fulfil the numeracy require-
ment, plus Level 2 English.) For a
more thorough explanation of gaining
university entrance with NCEA, please
go to the individual university web-
sites.

C. Gaining the Common Entrance
Standard (CES) with Cambridge Univ
exams.

Because Cambridge exams are
tougher than NCEA, you need three
passes at only AS (ie Year 12) level
and to fulfil the numeracy and literacy
requirements. (ie a minimum of IGCSE
maths and AS English.)

Graham & Rosalind Peterson are in
their 18th year of homeschooling. Their
six children are: David (23, BSc gradu-
ate, currently post-grad student), Mat-
thew (19, last year of a BSc in Computer
Science), Sarah (16, NZCS Year 13 stu-
dent), Andrew (14), James (11), Timo-
thy (9).

www.ahe.org.nz
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SOCIALISATION forming around age five. Even in kinder- We once decided, with the aid of rocks, to
Quote from The Well Trained Mind garten, chl_ldren are accepted or rejected do a map of the world along the edge _of the
- on the basis of what they wear, what toys sea, so that we had real sea. It was an im-
(pp 590 6 591) by Wise and Bauer . S
they own, what TV programmes they mensely absorbing task for, to begin with, it
6Taking the child o WwitchOHvensvheh adalls arélsafeiBifigt  was not all that easy to find rocks shaped
mean that youdre go ih8sBcliguesslirfivaeahd strBnigtAtn & like Africa or India or South America, and
from the other 0age @astcHildrerd growAnd énly thé strongest sometimes two or three rocks had to be
tion6 that surroundfhbrishupther more, joined together to give the required shape

think about the type of socialisation

to the continent. Then, of course, when you
that takes place in school. The child

were obtaining a rock, you turned it over

learns how to function in a specific OUTDOOR LESSONS very carefully and found a host of sea life
environment, one where heds sur - ) underneath it which would keep us both
rounded by thirty children of hisown ~ Quote from Birds, Beasts and Relatives happily absorbed for a quarter of an hour or
age. This is a very specific type of by Gerald Durrell 50, till George realised with a start that this
socialisation, one that may not prove As soon as George realised that to incar- was not getting on with our map of the
particularly useful. When, duringthe  cerate me every morning of the week in world.

course of his life, will he find himself the villa impaired my concentration, he

in this kind of context? Notinwork or  instituted the novel educational gambit of

in family life or in his hobbies. The ‘outdoor lessons'. The sandy beach and the

classroom places the child inapeer-  shaggy piles of weed soon became scorch-

domi nated situati on inyHedertdos impederhble jupdles &nd,-
bly not experi ence gihahe hiddfareluctant crab or sandhop-
dln our society, ch P IppPlavihepartefCgripsoriarco
their peer groups, learn to survive, Polo, we would explore them diligently.
not to live with kindness and grace. Geography lessons done under these cir-
Exclusive peer groups 8 cliques & start cumstances | found had immense charm.

Book Reviews

reach Your Chil dr en dageeé df ¢hoideypnd control for the wrong rather than focused on what is

Choon Tan. child. He explains why he teaches Maths  right. Focus on your successes.
This book is written around the sub- f'r‘i: ﬁ?d hIOW |t:ﬁte:tsslIl_othertlﬁarnmgt 6Il'f you canot remember it
ject of Maths and has great informa- an _|e,asom./ a e_ _eleves esecr_e it.d Do something to make

. . . . of his method is. In his ideal school, chil- . ~ )
tion given in a simple way. | chose memor able, ités not the in

this book for two reasons, because dren would be free to move between what you do to the information that

Michael and I find, this is a subject subjects and difficulty levels at their own counts

we struggle with and that Choon pace, and there would be no homework

Tan is a New Zealander who lives in and no tests. “There are three cpmponents that make
Christchurch with his wife and three for strgng memories and memory I_mks.
children. Audrey who completed an You will need to read the book to find out

e Live dttheyyareSt ephani e
honours degree at \cL)Vs Buyh P

eat Li S
Davi d, NZ
youngest ever university graduate '

at 16 and Michael who passed bur- This is a great book for all parents who

sary level Maths at 8. Choon Tan have been told their children have a

insists they are not geniuses, that learning challenge of some sort, in fact

their success has more to do with foranyone who eversays| ¢ aThése

their upbringing and home school- are a few of the authors ideas and state-

ing. ments.

Choon Tan teaches many students of 61 loved learning but | R .6 We
all ages Maths. He talks of his all learn, we just all learn in different

method of teaching, that has devel- ways; schools have lost the ability to re- have o tatont
oped over more than 20 years. A qund to individual differences. It is ok to T I
method that basically encapsulates do it your way.

his main goal of covering the mathe-
matics syllabus, as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible, with the highest

-At school a teacher marks work in red
with crosses and is focused on what is

Auckland Home Educators Inc www.ahe.org.nz
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My Teaching Methods

From Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller's
teacher

"l believe every child has hidden away
somewhere in his being noble capacities
which may be quickened and developed
if we go about it in the right way; but we
shall never properly develop the higher
natures of our little ones while we con-
tinue to fill their minds with the so-called
rudiments . . . Let us lead them during the
first years to find their greatest pleasure
in nature. Let them run in the fields, learn
about animals, and observe real things.
Children will educate themselves under
right conditions. They require guidance
and sympathy far

"Reading, | think, should be kept inde-
pendent of the regular school exercises.
Children should be encouraged to read
for the pure delight of it. The attitude of

mo r e child what she has put into him, for the

the child towards his books should be
that of unconscious receptivity . . . | am
beginning to suspect all elaborate and
special systems of education. They seem
to me to be built up on the supposition
that every child is a kind of idiot who
must be taught to think. Whereas, if the
child is left to himself, he will think more
and better, if less showily. Let him go and
come freely, let him touch real things and
combine his impressions for himself . . .

"Since | have abandoned the idea of
regular lessons, | find that Helen learns
much faster. | am convinced that the time
spent by the teacher in digging out of the

sake of satisfying herself that it has taken
root, is so much time thrown away. It's
much better, | think, to assume that the
child is doing his part, and that the seed

Homeschool Businesses

Creaky Corner

] www.creakycorner.co.nz

We are a south Auckland family who sell
Rod and Staff, Creation Research, An-
swers in Genesis, preschool and Christian
material (Diana Waring material from
March). Check out our website or phone
296 6126. Free catalogue available on
request.

John Mackay, International director of
Creation Research, is coming to NZ in
June this year. Seminar days and field
trips are being planned. Any help for
organising the events, gratefully ac-
cepted. Please register your interest to
kathy@creakings.net or phone 296 6126.
His visit in September in September 08
was a resounding success. Don't miss this
year's opportunity.

Auckland Home Educators Inc

The Broad Room

Stephanie Walmsley started The Broad
Room in 2002 after over twenty years as a

volunteer, supporting mothers in their moth-
ering and home educating endeavours. The

Broad Room supports home educators in a
professional, confidential manner through:

# Consultations: a personal confidential
consultation to help you achieve the
lifestyle of home educating you desire.

# Tutoring: quality tutoring from a quali-
fied teacher and experienced home
educator (24 years of home educating
experience.)

* Courses: for parents, these are organ-

ised at various times throughout the year

and are advertised on The Broad Room
website.

* Classes for children: If you are inter-
ested in enrolling your 8-11 year old for
a Latin class in term two please let me
know.

For more information go to:
www.thebroadroom.co.nz
Or email:
stephanie@thebroadroom.co.nz
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you have sown will bear fruit in due time.
It's only fair to the child, anyhow, and it
saves you much unnecessary trouble."

Helen Keller went on to graduate with hon-
ours from Radcliffe and to a lifetime of
public service and personal achievement.

Better Way Books

Home Education Catalogue avail-
able on request Contact Brenda
and Paul Hill, Serving the Christian
community since 1999

P O Box 75-34 Manurewa, Auckland
Phone/fax

(09) 266 5389 email:
hill.billies@paradise.net.nz

LearnEx Educational Services
www.learnex.co.nz

Widevariety of resources, NZ sup-
pliers of Math-U-See. Email Erena
learn@learnex.co.nz

Numicon Distributor
Margi Leech, www.numicon.co.nz

Mathletics Corodinator
Lynette WrigleyBrown. Email:
wrigleybrown@vodafone.co.nz

www.ahe.org.nz
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BY TARNYA BURGE the childdés age or gr wedydifficilt oeeplade.Rgnembet that

. ) journey, the speed they travel is deter- You can replace a teacher more easily
January is one of my favouritemonthsof i he g by the indivi du thanyaulanh mdnsny. Samakedhe eeta-d
the year. January is atime for new be- natural gifting. tionship with your child a priority. Read-

ginnings. It is a time when the whole year

stretches out before me ready to be filled ~ We make the reading, writing and arithme- ing aloud cuddled on the couch, alittle

one sharing delight at a picture book is a

with wonderful things. Each year | com- tLC iprizrit)_/- W‘i Ff'ileve tlrese skills form priority. Listening to your teenager is a
mit to not let the most important things t. ¢ toundation of fife-long fearning In every priority. Be delighted in what your child is
get crowded out. field because they are the tools of study. delighted in

. ] . ) Simple is best: so for reading we read. For '
The previous year '? left behind with all writing we write and for maths we do For our older children we make a plan for
its successes and failures. If you are a maths. each textbook. How long do they think

stressed out and frustrated with the way they will take to get through this book?

home education was going, do not con- From our collection
tinue to do the same things the same way goals and ideas, we will There are so many demands We make an e)-(0e|
s R f ; time that | must be spreadsheet with
even harder, it is time to rethink the plan, ~ consider what things on my
' : . the dates and then
Perhaps the thought of the whole year that we will do and the - careful to choose the most im- each lesson number
things we will not. i i
stretching before you is overwhelming. 9 portant thlngs. The thmgs I scheduled in. We
After nine years of home education | can ~ There are so many de- plan to do are those where | put in some extra
remember years like that, when morning ~ Mands onmy time that1 -~ am most difficult to replace. free days that they
sickness, ill health or other circum- must be careful t? use as they wish.
stances meant there was little energy. In choosg the most Impor- They are responsi-
all these circumstances | have found that ~ tantthings. The things | plan to do are ble to keep to the sched
a little planning can make a big differ- those where | am most difficult to replace.? g nag each day they know what they
ence. That criterion alone makes planning so need to get done. Here | am easily re-
. much easier. Here are some examples. placed with a chart.
Goals come first.
Mv husband and | id hof | can teach each child their maths lesson Learning to read is not something that is
yhushand and ’ consicler each of our each day but I have found that they learn usually learned independently (although I

children, we decide if home education
will be the best for that child this year.
Then we will consider their strengths and
weakness, my strengths and weaknesses,
the things that worked last year and the
things that didnot. Whaveaghildyithgefiacand gevegal with My husband cannot easily be replaced so

just as well or in fact better when they must  had one child who did) and so | plan to
study the teacher 8s s gperidiore fb orelifdRsepy diydrsth the!
can be replaced in maths with self- child who is learning to read. Here | am
teaching. not easily replaced so | make it a priority.

things in light of the long term goals we gluten intolerance so preparing mealsisa | make him a priority and he in turn
have for the education of our children priority. We cannot buy any reasonable makes me one of his priorities.
and the goals for our family. I think it is priced takeaways that my son can eat. 5o Stepping back from our lives and looking
so helpful to write some of these down. last minute dashes for fish and chips are _ o
As the children have become young out, or even quick sandwiches are not pos- agalg atour gOﬁIs, plans antc)l pr_lor;]tles
adults they become very much involved sible. Here is an area that it difficult for me ~ ©2" °€ Znhe)l(cet enttv::y to_ eglntt f new
in this process. A wonderful lifelong to be replaced. It also means that it has iﬁir zri]ncljdpt)edoir?iur Ici)\s/z;mpor an
habit is learned. been a priority in our house that the older 9
o children know how to cook, that | cook Let us launch into 2009 with the anticipa-
Eere are some of the goals/principleswe g0 and that our pantry is well stocked. tion of achieving our goals.
ave :
o There is only one mummy. Mummies are 1. adapted from Ten ways to simplify
21 _Iovet‘hoftbooks_ ITndllt?artnmg IS some- homeschooling by Colette Longo
ing that we will cultivate. . .
Reading to the children is a 2 2. Calling and Occupation by Gary
North

priority. So too is encourag-
ing a child in any topic they
take an interest that they

would like to pursue in their

free time. David and Tarnya

| Burge have been
home educating
since 2000.

The children will learn a
musical instrument.

| see learning as a road
stretched ahead for each
child. I dondty

Auckland Home Educators Inc
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AHE Science Workshop and Science and Technology Fair

SCIENCE WORKSHOP

Wednesday 25 March 2009

Science Fair Workshop: for children
over 7 years old and parents

Cost $5 per attendee, maximum of $20
per family. Pay on the day.

Children may be dropped off or parents
may attend. Recommend that parents
stay with children under 12.!

Children 7 years and under are welcome
(with a parent) but need to bring quiet
activities. There is a back room and also
a creche with toys that families can use.

Please email lewang@maxnet.co.nz if
you intend to come. Or write to: PO Box
15107, New Lynn, Waitakere 0640, Auck-
land.

You will need to advise numbers of chil-
dren and adults, names and ages.

Registration will close by 20 March 6
absolutely no late registrations.

Topics we will cover:

* What is a Science & Technology
Fair?

* Types of displays you can enter

* Experimental Projects

* How to choose a project

* How to set up a display

* What the Judges are looking for

* Practical work on simple experi-
ments

Programme will start at 10 and finish at
3pm with a lunch
to bring your own lunch. Tea/Coffee
cold drinks will be provided free.

Venue: New Lynn Bible Chapel, 3123
Great North Road, New Lynn ( backs
onto the Warehouse)

Any questions about the programme:
lewang@maxnet.co.nz

Auckland Home Educators Inc

break

A little about the Presenter

Angela Meyer has a PhD in Plant
Physiology from Sydney University,
worked as a researcher for 7 years
with HortResearch, The Crown Re-

search Institute. Mother of three chil-

drenaged 9, 11 and 12 year olds. All
three children homeschooled for-
ever.

This is the second Workshop of its
kind, and this is the third Auckland
Science & Technology Fair for Home
Educators.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY FAIR

Date: Monday 27 July 2009

Venue: New Lynn Bible Chapel, 3123
Great North Road, New Lynn

Time : (approx) setting up of displays
will take place on Sunday eve-

ning: from 6pm. Judging will take
place from 7pm.

Displays will be left set up overnight
and the public will be able to attend on
Monday from 9:30am. Students will
need to be at their displays on Sunday
evening for the judging & they will be
given an appointment. Maybe only for
1 hour.

Certificates will already attached to the
displays so people will know who has
won what.

Prize giving wildl be

will close at 12.30 to 1.00pm

Kitchen facilities will be available. Tea/
coffee will be provided 50c per cup.

Fee for submitting an entry to the Fair
will be $5

Entry to the Fair on Monday will be $2
per child, adults free

Science F3ir
P %
- o "v -
W N
[

www.ahe.org.nz
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News From NCHENZ (National Council Home Educators New Zealand)

BY TARNYA BURGE
www.nchenz.org.nz

NCHENZ is delighted that the confu-
sion regarding the status of home edu-
cated students enrolling under the
Young Adult category at The Corre-
spondence school (TCS) has now been
resolved: home educators, once they
turn 16, can go for NCEA qualifications
via TCS at home for free.

A number of home educators were
able to work together to resolve the
difficulties, including the NCHENZ
committee, Craig Smith (director of
Home Education Foundation and mem-
ber of NCHENZ) and some individual
home educators. NCHENZ would like
to thank home educators who made us
aware that TCS was asking the home
educated students to give up their ex-
emptions including a member of AHE
who contacted me directly.

Thank you to Penny Bilton, (NCHENZ
chairperson) and Marianne Wilson
(NCHENZ committee member and
former chairperson of NCHENZ) who
flew from Auckland to Palmerton North
and met with officials and Heather Roy
Associate Education Minister.

| have included Crai
for more details. | would urge home
educators to know the law regarding

our exemptions. Here is a link to sec-

tion 21 in the Education Act.

Our exemptions expire when the stu-
dent turns 16 years or when a child
returns to school. The Ministry of Edu-
cation continues to pay the homeschool
allowance up to age 19 on the basis of
our declaration that we are still home
educating.

NCHENS

Uniting % gromots eid protect
e Ireedom o home edws dw s
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BY CRAIG SMITH

Getting our home educated 16 year olds
into the Young Adult (YA) scheme recently
opened by The NZ Correspondence School
(TCS) has caused a few issues recently.
(The YA scheme gives 16, 17, 18 and 19
year olds, who are not enrolled in another
school, TCS lessons free of charge. That is,
home educators, once they turn 16, can go
for NCEA qualifications to get into Poly-
tech, University, Air Force and other places
via TCS at home for free.) | talked to one
mum who had been given the royal run-
around at both TCS and the MoE. She
spoke to five people at TCS, two who said it
was no problem, three who said she had to
ensure her 16-year-ol d6s e xemp
cancelled. She got similar treatment at
MoE and still didnodt

Well, it turns out that TCS was labouring
under the mistaken notion that home edu-
cators with exemptions retained these ex-
emptions until 1 January after their 19th
birthdays. | dare say some home educators
thought this as wel!/l
MOoE continue to pay out the home educa-
tion allowance until the 1 January after their
19th birthdays? Yes, they do, but in fact,
the exemptions are cancelled automati-
cally by law on the 16th birthday. The MoE,
dtcofdiRgy th A gdbifcy the§ BA®Pteld way
back in 1989, do continue to pay out the
home education allowance, even though
the exemption is cancelled. They do this
solely based on the
sponse on the statutory declaration in rela-
tion to the young person who has reached
the age of 16.

| had a very friendly chat with Kathryn
Sweet, Enrolment Services Manager at TCS
on Wednesday 4 February. She had just
been made aware of Section 21(8)(a) of the
Education Act, a bit that was added by the
infamous Education Legislation Amend-
ment Bill (No 2) of 1998, which was nearly
totally ignored and overlooked from then
until now. This says an exemption granted
under Section 21 is automatically cancelled
when the exempted person turns 16 or
enrols in a registered school, whichever
comes first.

The confusion was happening because
when TCS (which is a registered school, by
the way) checked the enrolment status of

home educators who applied for the YA
scheme at age 16, 17, 18 or 19, they found
that home educators of this age were still
listed by the MoE as exempted from enrol-
ment. One cannot be exempted from en-
rolment in a registered school (as home
educators are) and enrolled at a regis-

tered school (as TCS is) at the same time. It

was for this reason of logic that TCS has
recently been giving home educators a
hard time about enrolling them.

This confusion has now been cleared up.
There should be no trouble with home
educators or anyone else aged 16, 17, 18
or 19 enrolling in TCS.

Now the question is, once my home edu-
catedl lGWy%a?-old or over is enrolled with
TCS, can we still continue to receive the
l?Kr)'rr?eV(\a'duc‘f\falno?‘l alloveaﬁce Qo?‘n'the MoE?
This is an internal policy decision of the
MoE which they are going to have to iron
out themselves. Home educators who have
rung and/or emailed the MoE about this
have been told a variety of things. To date,
| hafetbeen unabld tg condaot ¢he colrect
people in order to get a definitive answer.

ti

For what it is worth, TCS students who
have been full-time with TCS do continue
to receive the TCS supervisory allowance
(a similar allowance to the home education
allowance, but not exactly the same in
either amount or perceived purpose) until
1 January after their 19th birthdays as long
as they remain full-time TCS students and

h G dEn ags%#m%r?tstrggblgr@. re-

There was another area of confusion.
School students aged 15 who got early
release exemptions under Section 22 of
the Education Act are allowed to get into
TCS YA scheme. Wording on the MoE
website does not specify that only 15-year
-olds with Section 22 early release exemp-
tions can get into the YA scheme, but only
mentions exempted students, which would
seem to allow home educators of any age.
Kathryn Sweet of TCS was one of the nego-
tiators with MoE when that policy was de-
vised, and she is adamant that the inten-
tion was only to include early release ex-
emptions under Section 22. She is working
to tighten up the wording on the website.

Continued on page 9

www.ahe.org.nz
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DONGT FORGET!

To invite your friends to join AHE. To join go to:
www.ahe.org.nz

Or email our membership secretary:
treasurer@ahe.org.nz

Please send your contributions, suggestions for themes
and topics for the next issue of the bulletin to
editor@ahe.org.nz

There are some wonderful opportunities to be involved
in AHE. Contact the coordinator if you would like to vol-
unteer.

AHE CONFERENCE with DIANA WARING
SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2009
Mark your diary and start saving !
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Whoos Who
The Administration Team

Coordinator Stewart Andrews
Chris Close
Heather Andrews

Minute Secretary
Membership Secretary

Treasurer Judith Tizzard
Government Liaison Stewart Andrews
PR & Awareness (vacant)

Librarian Briar Mills
Fundraiser Christina Shadbolt

Roles outside the Administration Team

Phone Enquiries Heather Andrews
Support Group Updates  (vacant)
Yahoo Group Moderator  Lorna Price

Webmail Secretary Christina Shadbolt

Webmaster Tarnya Burge
Bulletin editors (vacant)
Careers Advisor (vacant)

Science Fair Team Angela Meyer, Karen Smith,
Audrey Wells
Conference Committee Michelle Berriman, Beth Ev-

ans, Megan Israel, Christina Shadbolt

News From NCHENZ continued from page 8

There was talk in 2008 about raising the school-leaving age or some-
how ensuring 16 through 18-year-olds were still on the MoE books
and either in school or work or
0School Pl usé scheme. They were
and get rid of all early release exemptions forevermore. The Bill
proposing this apparently sank out of sight at the election. However,
the new Government is still formulating its own policies, deciding
what bills it will introduce. John Key has already mentioned his
OYouth Guaranteed scheme, the det g
the idea being 16 and 17-year-olds would get free access to further
education and training via a range of options. Stay tuned for further
developments.

s q
al

Notes:

1. The infamous Education Legislation Amendment Bill (No 2) of
1998 made many changes, but the ones home educators were
concerned about at the time were the increased powers
given to ERO Reviewers. These are now in Sections 323, 324
and 328 of the Education Act. The wee bit about exemptions
being cancelled, now Section 21(8)(a), was in another part of

the Bill and consequently was mostly ignored at the time and

Contact AHE

me kind of training. It was
so _going to repeal Section
Email us:

Our membership secretary membership@ahe.org.nz

Our webmaster webmaster@ahe.org.nz

Olﬁrtreasurfer treasuFer@zahe.co.nz .
] S 0 w till

Our librarian librarian@ahe.co.nz

hazy

Callus :  (09) 302-2866

Write to us :
Auckland Home Educators Inc
PO Box 91530

Auckland Mail Centre
Auckland 1142

Labo

but

ever since because of the scary nature of the powers being

given to ERO in the Bill. The vast majority of submissions,
both written and in person, on this Bill were by home educa-
tors. The Hansard comments of the day show various MPs had
some very complimentary things to say about home educa-
tors as a result of their submissions. See /TEACH Bulletin /No.
19 of August 1998 or Hansard of 23 June 1998.

© This Bulletin is a benefit of the members of Auckland
Home Educators Inc and therefore for the private use of
members only. Please show this bulletin to your friends
and encourage them to join
multiple copies or forward the file by email. Thank you.

AHE,

Auckland Home Educators Inc

www.ahe.org.nz
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